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Destruction of the Jerusalem temple (70) [ ]

Timeline of Hebrews - ESV Study Bible

Hebrews 4:14 Therefore, since we have a great high priest Who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let
us hold fast our confession (NASB: Lockman)

Greek: Echontes (PAPMPN) oun archierea megan dieleluthota (RAPMSA) tous ouranous, lesoun ton huion tou
theou. kratomen (1PPAS) tes homologias;

Amplified: Inasmuch then as we have a great High Priest Who has [already] ascended and passed through
the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession [of faith in Him]. (Amplified Bible -
Lockman)

Barclay: Since, then, we have a high priest, great in his nature, who has passed through the heavens, Jesus,
the Son of God, let us hold fast to our creed. (Westminster Press)

KJV: Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that is passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let
us hold fast our profession.

NET Therefore since we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of
God, let us hold fast to our confession.

CSB Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens-- Jesus the Son of
God-- let us hold fast to the confession.

ESV Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let
us hold fast our confession.

NIV Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has gone through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God,
let us hold firmly to the faith we profess.

NLT: That is why we have a great High Priest who has gone to heaven, Jesus the Son of God. Let us cling to
him and never stop trusting him. (NLT - Tyndale House)

Phillips: Seeing that we have a great High Priest who has entered the inmost Heaven, Jesus the Son of God,
let us hold firmly to our faith. (Phillips: Touchstone)

Wuest: Having therefore a High Priest, a great One, One who has gone through the heavens, Jesus the Son
of God, let us be holding fast our confession.

Young's Literal: Having, then, a great chief priest passed through the heavens -- Jesus the Son of God --
may we hold fast the profession,

= Great High Priest - Hebrews 2:17; 3:1; 3:5,6

= Has passed - Heb 1:3; 6:20; 7:25,26; 8:1; 9:12,24; 10:12; 12:2; Mk 16:19; Lk 24:51; Acts 1:11; 3:21; Ro 8:34
» Jesus the Son of God - Hebrews 1:2,8; Mark 1:1

= Let us hold fast - Hebrews 2:1; Heb 3:6,14; Heb 10:23

= Hebrews 5 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries

THE THREE HEAVENS

Irving Jensen writes that "The main theme of Hebrews may be stated thus: The knowledge and assurance of how great this High
Priest Jesus is should lift the drifting believer from spiritual lethargy to vital Christian maturity. Stated another way: The antidote for
backsliding is a growing personal knowledge of Jesus (He 2:1+, He 2:3+). (Jensen's Survey of the NT page 418)
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Bruce Wilkinson reminds us of the purpose of this epistle and the importance of this middle section (He 4:14-He 10:18) to
unequivocally establish the greatness of Christ's priesthood - "Many Jewish believers, having stepped out of Judaism into
Christianity, wanted to reverse their course in order to escape persecution by their countrymen. The writer of Hebrews exhorts them
to “press on” to maturity in Christ (He 6:1-note). His appeal is based on the superiority of Christ over the Judaic system. Christ is
better than the angels, for they worship Him. He is better than Moses, for Moses was created by Him. He is better than the Aaronic
priesthood, for His sacrifice was once for all time. He is better than the Law, for He mediates a better covenant. In short, there is
more to be gained by suffering for Christ than by reverting to Judaism. Pressing on to maturity produces tested faith, self-discipline,
and a visible love seen in good works. (Borrow Talk thru the bible . Page 454)

OUR GREAT HIGH PRIEST
JESUS THE SON OF GOD

Observe in the Table above that from Hebrews 4:14 through Hebrews 10:18 the writer now focuses his arguments on The High
Priesthood of Jesus and specifically on the superiority of His priesthood to the Aaronic priesthood. One of the main arguments in
the Epistle is that the priestly work of Jesus is superior to that of the Levitical priesthood. The writer had briefly alluded to Jesus’
priesthood earlier (Hebrews 1:3+; He 2:17+; He 2:18+; He 3:1+), as if preparing his readers for this major argument, but now begins
to explain it in earnest.

Andrew Murray introduces this last section of Hebrews 4 "After his digression, in the warning to the Hebrews not like their fathers
with Moses, to harden their hearts through unbelief, our writer returns to his argument. He had already twice used the words High
Priest (He 2:16, 3:1), and is preparing the way for what is the great object of the Epistle—the exposition of the heavenly priesthood
of the Lord Jesus, and the work He has by it accomplished for us (He 7:1-10:18). In this section (He 4:14-5:10) he first gives the
general characteristics of that priesthood, as typified by Aaron, and exhibited in our Lord's life here on earth. In chaps, 1 and 2 he
had laid the foundation of his structure in the divinity and the humanity of our Saviour: he here first speaks of Him in His greatness
as a High Priest passed through the heavens, then in His sympathy and compassion, as having been tempted like as we are. (See
The holiest of all)

Thomas Lea points out that Heb 4:13 ends with a solemn thought which should stimulate us to ask..."Who can represent guilty
sinners before a God who sees everything?" This leads to this next section on the high-priestly work of Christ (He 4:14, 15, 16, etc)
and its provision of mercy and help for wandering sinners. (BORROW Holman New Testament Commentary)

Therefore (3767) (oun) is aterm of conclusion, which usually looks back to preceding texts but in this case looks forward. In other

words, based on the truth about Jesus' great priesthood, the writer exhorts his readers to hold fast (present tense - continually).
Notice his charge does not just say "Hold fast" but gives his readers the soul stabilizing truth of God's Word to edify and equip them
that they might be strengthened by grace to hold fast. We need to practice this same principle in our churches today -- we must
continually give the saints the solid food of the pure milk of God's Word, in order that their minds might be renewed to think rightly
about this present, fleeting life.

Jesus is their present tense possession because of
His past tense passage (through the heavens)

Since we have a Great High Priest (archiereus) Who has passed through (dierchomai) the heavens (ouranos) Jesus the Son

of God - We have (Echontes) means they hold or possess Jesus as their High Priest and in thepresent tense shows that they
continually "possess" Him! Jesus is their present tense possession because of His past tense passage (through the heavens). And
not only do we continually "hold Him," He forever holds us, for as the Good Shepherd He declares "My sheep hear My voice, and |
know them, and they follow Me; and | give eternal life to them, and they will never (READ THAT WORD AGAIN!) perish; and
(ABSOLUTELY) no one will snatch them out of My hand." (Jn 10:27-28+) Jesus Himself, the Faithful (Trustworthy) Witness (Rev
1:5+), testifies that a genuine believer CAN NEVER lose their salvation! Glory to God in the highest!Jesus the Son of God links his
human name with His deity, clinching the argument already made Heb 1:1-4:13 getting the reader ready for the truth in Heb 4:15.

He wants us to grasp the importance of knowing that
“He” is ours, our great high priest.

S Lewis Johnson on we have a Great High Priest - It's something that “we,” that is we who have made confession of our faith,
something that “we have.” So it's not “Seeing then there is a great high priest who has passed through the heavens,” but “Seeing
then that we have it.” Blessings are fully realized and appreciated only if we have them, not if they just simply exist. It's very
important that we have them, that we really have them as a personal possession. And that is what he’s interested in, that we not
simply talk about a priest existing, a great priest existing, one who'’s at the right hand of the throne of God, but he wants us to grasp
the importance of knowing that “He” is ours, our great high priest. And, of course, the throne of grace is our High Priest’s throne of
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grace.

Great High Priest - Israel had many high priests, but they never had aGreat High Priest. We have an absolutely unique Great
High Priest. Vincent writes that great emphasizes "Christ’s priestly character to Jewish readers, as superior to that of the Levitical
priests. He is holding up the ideal priesthood."

Jesus is not just any High Priest but a Great One, our very own ("we have") High Priest! What an incentive for endurance to those
who have believed in the Lord Jesus Christ and entered His rest. Seeing then that we have a great high priest with our name on his
breast and shoulders (and our name inscribed on the palm of His hands - see devotional), let us continue to hold fast our confession!

Spurgeon - All that Israel had under the law we still retain; only we have the substance, of which they had only the shadow. “We
have an altar from which those who serve in the tabernacle do not have the right to eat” (Heb 13:10). We have a sacrifice, which,
being once offered, forever avails; we have one “greater than the temple” (Matt 12:6), and he is to us the mercy seat and the High
Priest. Take it for granted that all the blessings of the law remain under the gospel. Christ has restored that which He did not take
away; but He has not taken away one single possible blessing of the law. On the contrary, He has secured all to His people. | look to
the Old Testament, and | see certain blessings appended to the covenant of works, and | say to myself by faith, “Those blessings
are mine, for | have kept the covenant of works in the person of my Covenant Head and Surety. Every blessing that is promised to
perfect obedience belongs to me, since | present to God a perfect obedience in the person of my great Representative, the Lord
Jesus Christ.” Every real spiritual boon that Israel had, you have as a Christian. Not only do we read that there is a High Priest, but
we read, “We have a high priest.” It would be a small matter to us to know that such and such blessings existed; the great point is to
know by faith that we personally possess them. What is the great High Priest to me unless He is mine? What is a Savior but a word
to tantalize my despairing spirit, until | can say that this Savior is mine? Every blessing of the covenant is prized in proportion as it is
had: “We have a High Priest.” (Sermon The Tenderness of Jesus)

Vincent on through the heavens - Through, and up to the throne of God of which he wields the power, and is thus able to fulfill
for his followers the divine promise of rest.

THOUGHT - Our Great High Priest is in the true Throne Room of God, at the right hand of His Father (Heb
1:3+), ready and able to minister to all who struggle with the pressures and problems of life on earth (Heb
7:25+). Let us go into His presence and lay our burdens at His feet for He is a sympathetic Great High Priest
(Heb 4:16+).

The imagery of passed through suggests the Old Testament Day of Atonement when the high priest passed through the Holy
Place of the Tabernacle, into the Holy of Holies where the Shekinah glory cloud over the Ark of the Covenantand the Mercy Seat
symbolized the very presence of the Living God. The Levitical high priest entered with a blood offering (Lev 16:12-16+) to make
atonement (or a "covering" = kaphar which is related to the Jewish name of this day = "Yom Kippur") for himself and all Israel. The
passage of the Jewish high priest was but a pale shadow of the passage of our Great High Priest Who on the basis of His perfect,
once for all sacrifice of His own blood passed through the heavens and into the heavenly Holy of holies, the Throne room of God. In
summary, Jesus' priestly ministry is much better than that of the Jewish high priests, for only one this one day of the year were they
allowed to pass through an earthly veil to enter the Holy of Holies. In contrast, our Great High Priest passed through the heavenly
"veil" once for all time and into the Throne Room of God.

Spurgeon - He does not forget us now that He has passed through the lower heavens into the heaven of heavens, where He reigns
supreme in His Father’s glory. He is still touched with a feeling of our infirmities. Though He has left behind Him all pain, and
suffering, and infirmity, He retains to the full the fellow-feeling that His life of humiliation has developed in Him. Jesus has triumphed,
he has entered into the glory on our behalf, the victory on our account rests with him; therefore let us follow him as closely as we
can. May he help us, just now, if we are in the least dispirited or cast down, to pluck up courage, and press on our way! Shall we
desert Him now that He has gone into heaven to represent us now that He has fought the fight, and won the victory on our behalf,
and gone up to heaven as our Representative? God forbid! (Full sermon The Tenderness of Jesus)

Wuest - The word "through" is the clue that opens up the truth here which shows that Messiah is better than Aaron. The latter as
high priest in Israel, passed through the court of the tabernacle, through the Holy Place, into the Holy of Holies, which were all
figures or types of realities. Messiah as High Priest of the New Testament passed through the heaven of the clouds, the heaven of
the stars, into the heaven of heavens, the centralized abode of Deity. Since Messiah passed through the realities of which the
tabernacle was only a type, and Aaron passed through the things that were the types, Messiah is better than Aaron. (Hebrews -
online source)

David describes the scene in heaven and Spurgeon comments on the impact that this glorious truth had on David's mindset...

Psalm 11:4 The LORD is in His holy temple; the LORD's throne is in heaven; His eyes behold, His eyelids test
the sons of men.
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Spurgeon comments on the effect of David's awareness of Jehovah in His holy temple writing that...

David here declares the great source of his unflinching courage. He borrows his light from heaven --
from the great central orb of deity. The God of the believer is never far from him; He is not merely the God
of the mountain fastnesses, but of the dangerous valleys and battle plains. Jehovah is in His holy
temple. The heavens are above our heads in all regions of the earth, and so is the Lord ever near to us in
every state and condition. This is a very strong reason why we should not adopt the vile suggestions of
distrust. There is One Who pleads His precious blood in our behalf in the temple above (Ed note: Our
Great High Priest), and there is One upon the throne Who is never deaf to the intercession of His Son.
Why, then, should we fear? What plots can men devise which Jesus will not discover? Satan has
doubtless desired to have us, that he may sift us as wheat, but Jesus is in the temple praying for us, and
how can our faith fail? What attempts can the wicked make which Jehovah shall not behold? And since
He is in His holy temple, delighting in the sacrifice of His Son, will He not defeat every device, and send us
a sure deliverance? Jehovah's throne is in the heavens; He reigns supreme. Nothing can be done in
heaven, or earth, or hell, which He doth not ordain and overrule. He is the world's great Emperor.
Wherefore, then, should we flee? If we trust this King of kings, is not this enough? Cannot He deliver us
without our cowardly retreat? Yes, blessed be the Lord our God, we can salute him as Jehovah Nissi; in
His Name we set up our banners, and instead of flight, we once more raise the shout of war.

THOUGHT - So strengthened dear saint, let us hold fast our confession amidst a ever deafening hostility
and fierce hatred for genuine followers of Jesus.

An anonymous psalmist comforts us with the truth that...
Jehovah looks from heaven. He sees all the sons of men (Psalm 33:13)
Spurgeon writes that...

The Lord is represented as dwelling above and looking down below; seeing all things, but peculiarly
observing and caring for those who trust in Him. It is one of our choicest privileges to be always under our
Father's eye, to be never out of sight of our best Friend (Ed note: Our Great High Priest Treasury of
David).

In a parallel passage we read

Therefore it was necessary for the copies (hupodeigma) of the things in the heavens to be cleansed with
these, but the heavenly (epouranios) things themselves with better sacrifices than these (animal sacrifices).
For Christ did not enter a holy place made with hands (the Holy of holies in the earthly copy of the heavenly
Tabernacle), a mere copy of the true one, but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for (for
= preposition huper = on our behalf, as our Substitute) us; (He 9:23-24+)

Heaven is a common theme in the book of Hebrews, which is fitting in view of thegreat conflict of suffering (see note Hebrews
10:32) they had endured. Hebrews is unique of all the NT epistles in explaining the present priestly work of Jesus in this age of the
church. To be ignorant of the book of Hebrews is to be ignorant of His role as our High Priest.

Vincent adds that...The name Jesus applied to the high priest is forcible as recalling the historical, human person, who was
tempted like his brethren. We are thus prepared for what is said in ver. 15 concerning his sympathising character.

High priest (749) archiereus from arche = first in a series, the leader or ruler + hiereus = priest) (Dictionary articles - Easton's;
ISBE) refers to the priest that was chief over all the other priests in Israel. This office was established by God through Moses
instructions in the Pentateuch. The high priest functioned as the mediator between Jehovah and Israel performing sacrifices and
rituals like other priests, but in addition acting to expiate the sins of the nation on the annual Day of Atonement.

The irony is that the high priest Caiaphas was residing over the Sanhedrin during trial of Jesus, the trial which
would lead to His death and pave the way for His eternal Priesthood of the Great High Priest! God truly
causes all things to work together for good! (Ro 8:28)

Eerdman's Bible Dictionary explains that "The high priest descended from Eleazar, the son of Aaron. The
office was normally hereditary and was conferred upon an individual for life (Nu 25:10-13). The candidate was
consecrated in a seven-day ceremony which included investiture with the special clothing of his office as well
as anointments and sacrifices (Ex 29:1-37; Lev 8:5-35). The high priest was bound to a higher degree of ritual
purity than ordinary Levitical priests. He could have no contact with dead bodies, including those of his
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parents. Nor could he rend his clothing or allow his hair to grow out as signs of mourning. He could not marry a
widow, divorced woman, or harlot, but only an Israelite virgin (Lev. 21:10-15). Any sin committed by the high
priest brought guilt upon the entire nation and had to be countered by special sacrifice (Lev 4:1-12). Upon a
high priest's death manslayers were released from the cities of refuge (Nu 35:25, 28, 32).
(BORROW Eerdman's Bible Dictionary PAGE 486)

The references to the high priests in the Gospels and Acts refers primarily to their bitter opposition to Jesus
Who the writer of Hebrews identifies as our everlasting High Priest. Clearly archiereus is a key word in the
book of Hebrews, and a review of these 17 verses reveals various characteristics of Jesus role as the great
High Priest (some of the uses of high priest obviously do not refer to Jesus but to the Jewish high priests).

ARCHIEREUS IN HEBREWS - 119V - Heb. 2:17; Heb. 3:1; Heb. 4:14; Heb. 4:15; Heb. 5:1; Heb. 5:5; Heb.
5:10; Heb. 6:20; Heb. 7:26; Heb. 7:27; Heb. 7:28; Heb. 8:1; Heb. 8:3; Heb. 9:7; Heb. 9:11; Heb. 9:25; Heb.
13:11

Passed through (1330) (dierchomai from dia = through + erchomai = come or go) means to go through, to traverse, to pierce
through. The perfect tense describes a past completed action (His passing through the heavens) with present ongoing benefits and
effects. The perfect tense thus speaks of permanence of our Lord's passage.

Heavens (3772) (ouranos see longer definition of ouranos - Vine feels is probably akin to ornumi = to lift or heave) is one of 24 NT

uses (click all uses of "heavens" - plural - in NT)) of heaven in the plural.

OURANOS IN HEBREWS Heb. 1:10; Heb. 4:14; Heb. 7:26; Heb. 8:1; Heb. 9:23; Heb. 9:24; Heb. 11:12; Heb.
12:23; Heb. 12:25; Heb. 12:26;

Regarding the term heavens there are at least three divisions (there is not a complete consensus on this
however) - (1) First heaven (the atmosphere) (In Acts 1:9, 10, 11 Jesus was "lifted up... and a cloud received
Him... into the sky... into heaven (and) will come in just the same way as you [disciples] have watched Him go
into heaven.") (2) Second heaven (outer space) (3) Third heaven (God’s abode; 2Cor 12:2, 3, 4). (See
discussion of Third Heaven) Jesus passed through the first two "heavens" to take His seat at the right hand of
His Father in the Third heaven, the dwelling place of God ("Our Father Who art in heaven" - Matthew
6:9-note) In the Old Testament the high priest of Israel passed through the courts and veils into the Most Holy
Place, but Jesus has passed through the heavens into the very presence of God where He is seated at the
right hand of His Father (Hebrews 1:3-note), continually performing His functions as our High Priest (eg,
intercession, Hebrews 7:25-note).

Related Resources:

= What does it mean that Paul went to the third heaven?
= Are there different levels of heaven? Are there three heavens?

= What is the second heaven? | GotQuestions.org

= What is Heaven like? | GotQuestions.org

Take a moment and meditate on the Great High Priest what we possess and Who possesses us! Ponder the words of Isaac Watts'
hymn...

With joy we meditate the grace
Of our High Priest above;

His heart is made of tenderness,
His bowels™ melt with love.

Touched with a sympathy within,

He knows our feeble frame;

He knows what sore temptations mean,
For He has felt the same.

But spotless, innocent, and pure,
The great Redeemer stood,
While Satan’s fiery darts He bore,
And did resist to blood.
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He in the days of feeble flesh
Poured out His cries and tears,
And in His measure feels afresh
What every member bears.

He’ll never quench the smoking flax,
But raise it to a flame;

The bruiséd reed He never breaks,
Nor scorns the meanest name.

Then let our humble faith address
His mercy and His power;

We shall obtain delivering grace
In the distressing hour.

**Bowels = Old KJV term =
center of the feelings, affections, especially compassion

Thomas Kelly's hymn...

The atoning work is done,

The Victim’s blood is shed;

And Jesus now is gone

His people’s cause to plead:

He stands in Heaven their great High Priest,
And bears their names upon His breast.
He sprinkles with His blood (See comment)
The mercy-seat above;

For justice had withstood

The purposes of love:

But justice now objects no more,

And mercy yields her boundless store.
No temple made with hands

His place of service is;

In Heaven itself He stands,

A heavenly priesthood His:

In Him the shadows of the law

Are all fulfilled, and now withdraw.

And though awhile He be

Hid from the eyes of men,

His people look to see

Their great High Priest again:

In brightest glory He will come,

And take His waiting people home.

QUESTION - What does it mean that Jesus is our High Priest?

ANSWER - High Priest is only one of the manytitles applied to Jesus: Messiah, Savior, Son of God, Son of Man, Friend of Sinners,
etc. Each one focuses on a particular aspect of who He is and what that means for us. In the book of Hebrews, Jesus is called a
High Priest (Hebrews 2:17; 4:14). The word “priest” carries a couple of primary meanings. First, it means one who mediates in
religious services. It also means one who is holy or set apart to perform those services.

The first place we find the word used in the Bible is in Genesis 14. Abraham, the friend of God, entered into battle to rescue his
nephew Lot, who had been captured by the army of Elam. On his return, Abraham was met by Melchizedek, King of Salem and
priest of the Most High God. This man, whose name means the “king of righteousness,” blessed Abraham and the Most High God
who gave victory to Abraham. In return for this blessing, Abraham gave a tithe (10 percent) of all the spoils of war to Melchizedek.
By this act, Abraham acknowledged Melchizedek’s high position as the priest of God.

Years later, Abraham’s great-grandson Levi was singled out by God to be the father of the priestly tribe. When the Law was given on
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Mount Sinai, the Levites were identified as the servants of the Tabernacle, with the family of Aaron becoming the priests. The priests
were responsible for making intercession to God for the people by offering the many sacrifices that the law required. Among the
priests, one was selected as the High Priest, and he entered into the Most Holy Place once a year on the Day of Atonement to place
the blood of the sacrifice on the Ark of the Covenant (Hebrews 9:7). By these daily and yearly sacrifices, the sins of the people were
temporarily covered until the Messiah came to take away their sins.

When Jesus is called our High Priest, it is with reference to both of these previous priesthoods. Like Melchizedek, He is ordained as
a priest apart from the Law given on Mount Sinai (Hebrews 5:6). Like the Levitical priests, Jesus offered a sacrifice to satisfy the Law
of God when He offered Himself for our sins (Hebrews 7:26-27). Unlike the Levitical priests, who had to continually offer sacrifices,
Jesus only had to offer His sacrifice once, gaining eternal redemption for all who come to God through Him (Hebrews 9:12).

One other important point about Jesus’ priesthood—every priest is appointed from among men. Jesus, though God from eternity,
became a man in order to suffer death and serve as our High Priest (Hebrews 2:9). As a man, He was subject to all the weaknesses
and temptations that we are, so that He could personally relate to us in our struggles (Hebrews 4:15). Jesus is greater than any other
priest, so He is called our “Great High Priest” in Hebrews 4:14, and that gives us the boldness to come “unto the throne of grace,
that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need” (Hebrews 4:16 KJV).GotQuestions.org

ESV Study Bible (borrow) summarizes the superior features of Jesus' priesthood as follows...
(1) Jesus’ ability to sympathize with human need,
(2) His perfect holiness,
(3) His eternal call to the priestly order of Melchizedek (combined with his eternal sonship),
(4) His initiating a new and better covenant,
(5) His ministering in the true heavenly tabernacle, and
(6) His presenting himself as a once-for-all sacrifice for the salvation and perfection of all his followers.

The writer pauses in the middle of this section to warn once more against the danger of apostasy (He 5:11-
6:12) and to express confidence in God’s promises (He 6:13-20).

QUESTION - What does it mean that Jesus is our mediator?

ANSWER - A mediator is one who mediates, that is, one who acts as an intermediary to work with opposing sides in order to bring
about a settlement. A mediator attempts to influence a disagreement between two parties with the goal of resolving a dispute. There
is only one Mediator between mankind and God, and that is Jesus Christ. In this article, we’ll see why God has a dispute with us,
why Jesus is our mediator, and why we are doomed if we try to represent ourselves alone before God.

God has a dispute with us because of sin. Sin is described in the Bible as transgression of the law of God (1 John 3:4) and rebellion
against God (Deuteronomy 9:7; Joshua 1:18). God hates sin, and sin stands between all of us and Him. “There is no one righteous,
not even one” (Romans 3:10). All human beings are sinners by virtue of sin we have inherited from Adam, as well as the sin we
commit on a daily basis. The only just penalty for this sin is death (Romans 6:23), not only physical death but eternal death
(Revelation 20:11-15). The rightful punishment for sin is an eternity in hell.

Nothing we could do on our own would be sufficient to mediate between ourselves and God. No amount of good works or law-
keeping makes us righteous enough to stand before a holy God (Isaiah 64:6; Romans 3:20; Galatians 2:16). Without a mediator, we
are destined to spend eternity in hell, for by ourselves salvation from our sin is impossible. Yet there is hope! “For there is one God
and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus” (1 Timothy 2:5). Jesus represents those who have placed their trust
in Him before God’s throne of grace. He mediates for us, much as a defense attorney mediates for his client, telling the judge, “Your
honor, my client is innocent of all charges against him.” That is true for us also. Some day we will face God, but we will do so as
totally forgiven sinners because of Jesus’ death on our behalf. The “Defense Attorney” took the penalty for us!

We see more proof of this comforting truth in Hebrews 9:15: “For this reason Christ is the mediator of a new covenant, that those
who are called may receive the promised eternal inheritance—now that He has died as a ransom to set them free from the sins
committed under the first covenant.” It is because of the great Mediator that we are able to stand before God clothed in
the righteousness of Christ Himself. On the cross Jesus exchanged our sin for His righteousness (2 Corinthians 5:21). His mediation
is the only means of salvation. GotQuestions.org

QUESTION - What is the purpose of Jesus interceding for us in Heaven?
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ANSWER - Speaking of Jesus, the writer to the Hebrews says, “Therefore He is able also to save forever those who draw near to
God through Him, since He always lives to make intercession for them” (Hebrews 7:25). This verse (and others like it) tells us that
although Christ’'s work to secure the salvation of the elect was completed on the cross, as evidenced by His cry “lt is finished!” (John
19:30), His care for His redeemed children will never be finished.

Jesus did not go to heaven after His earthly ministry and “take a break” from His role as eternal Shepherd to His people. “For if while
we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved
by His life’ (Romans 5:10, emphasis added). If when humble, despised, dying, and dead, He had the power to accomplish so great a
work as reconciling us to God, how much more may we expect that He will be able to keep us now that He is a living, exalted, and
triumphant Redeemer, raised to life and interceding on our behalf before the throne (Romans 8:34). Clearly, Jesus is still very active
on our behalf in heaven.

After Jesus ascended to heaven and was seated at the right hand of God the Father (Acts 1:9; Colossians 3:1), He returned to the
glory He had before His incarnation (John 17:5) to carry on His role of King of kings and Lord of lords—His eternal role as the
second Person of the triune God. While this old earth continues to be “won” for Christ, Jesus is the Advocate for Christians, meaning
He is our great Defender. This is the intercessory role He currently fulfills for those who are His (1 John 2:1). Jesus is always
pleading our case before the Father, like a defense lawyer on our behalf.

Jesus is interceding for us while Satan (whose name means “accuser”) is accusing us, pointing out our sins and frailties before God,
just as he did with Job (Job 1:6-12). But the accusations fall upon deaf ears in heaven, because Jesus’ work on the cross paid our
sin debt in full; therefore, God always sees in His children the perfect righteousness of Jesus. When Jesus died on the cross, His
righteousness (perfect holiness) was imputed to us, while our sin was imputed to Him at His death. This is the great exchange Paul
talks about in 2 Corinthians 5:21. That took away forever our sinful state before God, so God can accept us as blameless before
Him.

Finally, it is important to understand that Jesus is the only human mediator between God and man. No one else—not Mary, not any
previous Christian saints—has the power to intercede for us before the throne of the Almighty. No angel has that position. Christ
alone is the God-man, and He mediates and intercedes between God and man. “For there is one God, and one mediator also
between God and men, the man Christ Jesus” (1 Timothy 2:5).GotQuestions.org

Related Resource:

= Does Jesus pray for us? | GotQuestions.org)

LET US HOLD FAST OUR CONFESSION: kratomen (1PPAS) tes homologia:

= Hebrews 5 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries

Related Passages:

Colossians 2:18-19 Let no one keep defrauding you of your prize by delighting in self-abasement and the
worship of the angels, taking his stand on visions he has seen, inflated without cause by his fleshly mind, and
not holding fast to the head, from whom the entire body, being supplied and held together by the joints and
ligaments, grows with a growth which is from God.

2 Thessalonians 2:15 So then, brethren, stand firm (present imperative see our need to depend on the Holy
Spirit to obey) and hold (present imperative see our need to depend on the Holy Spirit to obey) to the
traditions which you were taught, whether by word of mouth or by letter from us.

Revelation 2:13 ‘I know where you dwell, where Satan’s throne is; andyou hold fast (present tense) My
name, and did not deny My faith even in the days of Antipas, My witness, My faithful one, who was killed
among you, where Satan dwells.

Revelation 2:25 ‘Nevertheless what you have, hold fast (aorist imperative see our need to depend on the Holy
Spirit to obey) until (up to the point) | come.

Revelation 3:11 ‘I am coming quickly; hold fast (present imperative see our need to depend on the Holy Spirit
to obey) what you have, so that no one will take your crown.

EXHORTATION TO
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HOLD ON

Recalls that Hebrews is a letter of exhortation (Heb 13:22) and it follows thatLet us introduces exhortations 13x in 12v - Heb. 4:1;
Heb. 4:11; Heb. 4:14; Heb. 4:16; Heb. 6:1; Heb. 10:22; Heb. 10:23; Heb. 10:24; Heb. 12:1; Heb. 12:28; Heb. 13:13; Heb. 13:15

Let us hold fast (krateo) our confession (homologia) - This is an exhortation, not a command. The writer is exhorting his readers
(especially those wavering and being tempted to go back into Judaism and not forward to genuine saving faith in Messiah) as a

principle of faith to keep on holding on to (present tense = "let us keep on holding fast") their confession regarding the Messiah. This
calls for holding fast as one's lifestyle or one's habitual practice. Don't try to accomplish this in your own natural strength (see
THOUGHT below). And remember that this exhortation is not for perfection but is about direction. This exhortation calls for an
enduring/persevering commitment to active belief in and loyalty to Jesus (cp Col 2:19; 2Th 2:15; Re 2:13, 25; Re 3:11).

THOUGHT - How is it possible to hold fast when being persecuted? There are two answers. The first is
Vertical Vision - keeping our eyes fixed on Jesus and what He has accomplished and what He is currently
doing for us (See PRAYING FOR US - Heb 7:25, Ro 8:34). Second, since thepresent tense calls for us "to
keep holding fast," we need to continually jettison self-reliance (the natural power of our flesh) and instead

wholly rely on the Holy Spirit Who gives us the (supernatural) desire and the power (Php 2:13NLT+) to
continually "hold fast." (See Perseverance of the Saints)

Let us hold fast is a repetition of the theme of perseverance seen in earlier passages in Hebrews (He 2:1; He 3:6, He 3:12-14; He
4:11) See Heb 3:1; Heb 10:23

A T Robertson "Let us keep on holding fast." This keynote runs all through the Epistle, the exhortation to the Jewish Christians to
hold on to the confession (Hebrews 3:1) of Christ already made. Before making the five points of Christ's superior priestly work
(better priest than Aaron, Hebrews 5:1-7:25; under a better covenant, Hebrews 8:1-13; in a better sanctuary, Hebrews 9:1-12;
offering a better sacrifice, Hebrews 9:13-10:18; based on better promises, Hebrews 10:19-12:3), the author gives a double
exhortation (Hebrews 4:14-16) like that in Hebrews 2:1-4 to hold fast to the high priest (Hebrews 4:14-15) and to make use of him
(Hebrews 4:16). (Hebrews 4 - Robertson's Word Picture)

How important is it to hold fast?

so that by two unchangeable things in which it is impossible for God to lie, we who have taken refuge would
have strong encouragement to take hold (krateo) of the hope set before us. (Hebrews 6:18+)

So then, brethren, stand firm (present imperative see our need to depend on the Holy Spirit to obey) and hold
(present imperative see our need to depend on the Holy Spirit to obey) to the traditions you were taught

whether by word of mouth or by letter from us. (2Th 2:15+)

Comment: Traditions in this context is not a reference to the traditions of men but of God as handed
down to the hearers/recipients via God's messengers, in context the apostle Paul. Paul encouraged the
Thessalonians to keep the traditions they had been taught by him, either verbally or in writing, - 2Th 3:6.
Remember that for about the first twenty years of the spread of Christianity, each church needed to
remember, carefully and accurately, what they had been taught orally by the apostles, for they did not yet
have a written Bible as we do today. By the time of the Thessalonians, however, Paul had written down at
least some of his teachings, and the NT was beginning to take shape. Eventually, it would all be written
and there would be no further need for the disciples to be guided by the oral traditions.

and not holding fast (krateo) to the head, from whom the entire body, being supplied and held together by the
joints and ligaments, grows with a growth which is from God. (Colossians 2:19+)

Comment: Holding fast in this context will keep you from being taken "captive through philosophy and
empty deception, according to the tradition of men, according to the elementary principles of the world,
rather than according to Christ." see Colossians 2:8+)

THOUGHT - If you want to get through hard times, hold fast to Jesus “the Apostle” (the "Sent One") (Hebrews
3:1+) Who did everything to make possible your salvation. Be ready and willing to confess Him as your High
Priest, privately and publicly. Make the confession of Jesus your "lifestyle", so that those you encounter may
know Who you know, Who you belong to and that thereby they might be drawn to saving faith by the aroma of
Christ in you.

John MacArthur - Our great High Priest did not pass through the Tabernacle or the Temple. He passed through the heavens. When
He got there He sat down, and God said, "I'm satisfied. My Son, Jesus Christ, accomplished the atonement for all sins for all time for
all those who come to Him by faith and accept what He did for them." The appeal of 4:14, therefore, is for yet uncommitted Jews to
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accept Jesus Christ as their true High Priest. They should demonstrate that their confession is true possession by holding fast to Him
as their Savior. This emphasizes the human side of the believer's security. True believers hold fast, as God holds them fast. (See
Hebrews Commentary)

Matthew Poole - Let us hold fast our profession; the entire religion of which Jesus is the author, as opposite to that of the Jews in its
principles and practical part of it, Heb 3:1, is powerfully, strongly, and perseveringly to be held by his without relaxation; in which if
we follow him, cleave to him, and by him labour to enter, we shall not come short of God's rest, Heb 7:24-25: where the Head is,
there shall the body be also, Jn 14:2; 17:24.

Westcott - The writer everywhere insists on the duty of the public confession of the faith. The crisis claimed not simply private
conviction but a clear declaration of belief openly in the face of men. (B F Westcott, The Epistle to the Hebrews. Grand Rapids, MI:
Eerdmans, 1967, p. 106)

Brian Harbour - The faith has already been professed by those to whom the Preacher is speaking. Now he exhorts them to “hold
firmly” to that confession. Why should they do that? They should hold firm because of who Jesus is and because of what Jesus has
done. Jesus the Son of God has gone all the way for them—he has “gone through the heavens” for them. Therefore, they should be
willing to hold firm for him. (ED: ABSOLUTELY! BUT THIS WILL REQUIRE MORE THAN NATURAL DETERMINATION BUT WILL
ALSO REQUIRE DEPENDENCE OF THE SUPERNATURAL PROVISION OF THE HOLY SPIRIT).

Spurgeon on hold fast our confession - Shall we desert Him now that He has gone into heaven to represent us now that He has
fought the fight, and won the victory on our behalf, and gone up to heaven as our Representative? God forbid!

S Lewis Johnson writes that in this section the author is exhorting his readers "Do not fall as Israel did. Now, what he is interested
in, of course, is a kind of faith, if James, James were by, he would turn to James and say, “James, what I'm talking about is the kind
of faith you talked about when you talked about a faith that works.” He’s interested in that kind of faith, a faith that endures. So he
talks about holding fast “our confession.” Peter Lombard once described this as “The faith of the heart together with the confession
of the mouth, so that faith is present, also, in the mouth.” A very interesting expression. That this kind of faith is the faith of the heart
together with the confession of the mouth, so that the faith is present in the mouth. In other words, it's not simply word, but it's a
word or words that come from a belief of the heart, what Paul talks about in Romans 10:9,10. (Qur High Priest's Throne of Grace:)

The confession here in Hebrews 4:14 has reference to the specific statement of faith which had once been accepted and openly
acknowledged before others - "Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God".

Today, in our individualistic world, we often neglect the salutary benefit of public confession of the truth we hold. When we are going
through hard times, we need to confess Christ as our “apostle and high priest"—to own His magnificent ministry as our own—to
clutch it close! We ought not to limit our confession to congenial company alone. There are times to confess Him in unfriendly
surroundings. Such confession may be just what our soul needs. Confess and embrace your High Priest!

Matthew Henry...

Let us hold fast our profession of faith in Him, He 4:14. Let us never deny Him, never be ashamed of Him
before men. Let us hold fast the enlightening doctrines of Christianity in our heads, the enlivening principles of
it in our hearts, the open profession of it in our lips, and our practical and universal subjection to it in our lives.

Observe the Revelation
1. We ought to be possessed of the doctrines, principles, and practice, of the Christian life.

2. When we are so, we may be in danger of losing our hold, from the corruption of our hearts, the temptations
of Satan, and the allurements of this evil world.

3. The excellency of the high priest of our profession would make our apostasy from him most heinous and
inexcusable; it would be the greatest folly and the basest ingratitude

4. Christians must not only set out well, but they must hold out: those who endure to the end will be saved,
and none but they.

Secondly, We should encourage ourselves, by the excellency of our high priest, to come boldly to the throne of
grace

Let us hold fast (2902) (krateo from kratos = strength) means to lay hold of and cling tightly to that which has been taken hold. It
has the basic meaning be strong or possess power and thus means to take hold of, grasp, hold fast. Krateo is used most often in
the sense of “take hold of forcibly” as when Pharisees wanted to “take hold of” Jesus (Mt 21:46; Mark 12:12). Krate6 can also
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mean “hold fast” with the idea of being loyal to or closely united with someone or something. The Pharisees were admonished for
holding the traditions of the elders (Mark 7:3ff.), while Christians are encouraged to hold to the traditions of Christianity (2 Th
2:15) Krateo means to cling to tenaciously with the idea of seizing, retaining (using strength) as in Hebrews 6:18t.

Confession (3671) (homologia from homou = together with + Iégo = say) means literally the statement of the same thing and thus
expresses agreement with another. It represents the open expression of one's allegiance to a proposition or a person. Such a
confession is the effect of deep conviction regarding the facts (Truth).

This word group (verbhomologeo, noun homologia) has strong legal connotations. And so a person can
confess to a charge in court and thus openly acknowledge guilt. Or one may agree with a court order and thus
make a legally binding commitment to abide by it. This last sense is implied in passages that call on us to
acknowledge Jesus. We are to express our binding commitment to Jesus publicly and thus acknowledge our
relationship to Him as our Lord. John puts the importance of this issue succinctly: "No one who denies the Son
has the Father; whoever confesses the Son has the Father also" (1Jn 2:23+).

Commitment to Jesus brings us
into full relationship with God.

In secular documents from New Testament times the related verb homologeo was commonly used to denote agreements between
two parties and thus is very common in our sources in the sense “contract,” “agreement.” In legal formulas it meant to "give consent"
to something. Another use of the word was to "acknowledge" or "publicly declare." One papyrus from the first century reads "He
acknowledges [having found] the box, but alleges that it was empty." (Moulton and Milligan)

The noun homologia is found only 6 times in Scripture...

2 Co 9:13+ - Because of the proof given by this ministry, they will glorify God for your obedience to your
confession of the gospel of Christ (your professing of the gospel finds expression in obedient subjection to its
requirements) and for the liberality of your contribution to them and to all,

1Ti 6:12+ - Fight the good fight of faith; take hold of the eternal life to which you were called, and you made
the good confession in the presence of many witnesses.

1Ti 6:13+ - | charge you in the presence of God, who gives life to all things, and of Christ Jesus, who testified
the good confession before Pontius Pilate,

Hebrews 3:1+ - Therefore, holy brethren, partakers of a heavenly calling,consider Jesus, the Apostle and
High Priest of our confession;

Hebrews 4:14+ - Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the
Son of God, let us hold fast our confession.

Hebrews 10:23+ - Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is
faithful;

HOMOLOGIA is used 5 times in the Septuagint (LXX) (Lev. 22:18; Deut. 12:17; Jer. 44:25; Ezek. 46:12; Amos
4:5)

The verb homologeo is utilized by Paul in his famous passage on salvation explaining...

that if you confess (homologeo - this confession involves a wholehearted acknowledgment) with your mouth
Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you shall be saved for with the
heart man believes, resulting in righteousness, and with the mouth he confesses, resulting in salvation. (Ro
10:9-10+)

Comment: Luther said that such confession is "the principal work of faith." Calvin added that no one can
believe with the heart without confessing with the mouth. It is a natural consequence of faith.

TODAY IN THE WORD Hebrews 4:14

About this time of year, many people start thinking about New Year’s resolutions. There’s conviction and hope that habits will be
changed or pounds will be shed. For many, however, these resolutions are broken in January and forgotten by March. Months pass,
December arrives, and the cycle repeats itself!

It's part of our human nature to experience limitations, despite our best intentions. This limitation is part of the argument made in
Hebrews. Yesterday, we saw that Jesus the Great High Priest was able to do what the Levitical priests couldn’t do. Today, we'll see
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that because Jesus is fully human and fully divine, He is able to offer a better sacrifice (Heb. 9:11-14) and effect a better covenant
(vv. 15-22).

Access to the Holy of Holies in the wilderness tabernacle was only possible when human sin was cleansed by sprinkled animal
blood. But Jesus is able to enter to the true Holy of Holies, heaven itself, because of His own shed blood. This better sacrifice does
more than cleanse us from sin temporarily or externally—it cleans our very consciences.

The covenant mediated through Moses was glorious (2 Cor. 3:7), and with it came the inheritance of the Promised Land. But even
s0, this covenant is surpassed by the new covenant that Jesus Christ Himself mediates, and which effects the eternal inheritance of
life with Him. Just as a human will only becomes effective when the person who wrote it dies, so too the old covenant required the
death of animals; the new covenant required the blood of Jesus. The key to this is that forgiveness for sins requires shed blood (v.
22).

TODAY ALONG THE WAY

Hebrews helps us see the true significance of all the symbolism in the tabernacle. The arrangement of the tabernacle, the high
priest, and the sacrifices all point to Jesus Christ. Like the tabernacle, He is where the glory of God is found. Like the high priest, He
leads the people to God. Like the animals sacrifices, His blood removes sin. But unlike any of these earthly things, Jesus Christ
accomplishes perfectly and forever what the earthly tabernacle could only do imperfectly and temporarily.

Charles Stanley - A REINFORCEMENT FOR YOUR FAITH
SCRIPTURE READING: Hebrews 4:11-16

KEY VERSE: Hebrews 4:14 Seeing then that we have a great High Priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of
God, let us hold fast our confession.

Temptation is universal. It tantalizes young and old, educated and unschooled, monks and mechanics. lts presence and constant
pull, however, are not indictments of our spiritual condition. Indeed, when we resist them, God can use our temptations to reinforce
our faith.

British author C. S. Lewis revealed in his book Mere Christianity how God can turn the tables on the tempter’s evil desires:

A silly idea is current that good people do not know what temptation means. This is an obvious lie. Only those who try to resist
temptation know how strong it is....

A man who gives in to temptation after five minutes simply does not know what it would have been like an hour later. That is why
bad people, in one sense, know very little about badness. They have lived a sheltered life by always giving in.

We never find out the strength of the evil impulse inside us until we try to fight it; and Christ, because He was the only man who
never yielded to temptation, is also the only man who knows to the full what temptation means—the only complete realist.

Guilt should never accompany temptation. Turn it away by turning to Christ.

Lord, temptations are strong, but You are stronger! Help me turn away temptations by turning to You. Let me
eliminate guilt by fighting every evil impulse. (BORROW Enter His gates : a daily devotional PAGE 154)

Charles Stanley - Trusting God

SCRIPTURE READING: Hebrews 4:11-16
KEY VERSE: Hebrews 4:14 Seeing then that we have a great High Priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of
God, let us hold fast our confession.

The Hebrew Christians were wavering in their faith, and thoughts of returning to their former ways of worship were both tempting
and inviting. Along with that came the enticement to return to Jerusalem to offer sacrifices. There they could see the priest
performing the ritual duties of the priesthood, which were the very tangible elements they missed in their new faith.

Those people were facing the same temptation we face each day, and that was to place their trust in what was visible rather than
invisible. But faith is not a matter of seeing and then believing. It is a matter of trusting God, regardless of whether or not He shows
us something.

The great men and women of the Bible trusted God not because He provided material evidence of His existence, though He did that
on many occasions, but because He was faithful and true in His nature. A benefit of faith is watching God work in the circumstances
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of our lives to bring about the answers to our prayers. He is ever mindful of those who follow Him.

An even greater benefit of trusting God is developing an intimate relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ, who is the foundation of our
faith. He is our great High Priest, and because of His death at Calvary, there is no longer a need to travel anywhere other than to
Him in prayer.

Lord, help me look beyond the visible to see the invisible. | trust You, O God. Let me realize that faith is not
seeing and believing; rather, it is believing when | cannot see. (BORROW On holy ground : a daily devotional
PAGE 604)

Fix your thoughts on Jesus, the apostle and high priest whom we confess. Hebrews 3:1
Jesus Christ is not only the Apostle; He is also the High Priest. In fact, Jesus Christ has the title “great high priest” (Heb. 4:14).

As the Apostle, Jesus Christ represented God to people, and as the High Priest, He now represents people to God in heaven.
Moses, of course, fulfilled similar ministries; for he taught Israel God’s truth, and he prayed for Israel when he met God on the mount
(Ex. 32:30-32). Moses was primarily the prophet of the law, while Jesus Christ is the messenger of God’s grace (John 1:17). Moses
helped prepare the way for the coming of the Savior to earth.

However, the writer of Hebrews notes that Moses and Jesus Christ were both faithful in the work God gave them to do. Moses was
not sinless, as was Jesus Christ, but he was faithful and obeyed God’s will (Num. 12:7). This would be an encouragement to those
first-century Jewish believers to remain faithful to Christ, even in the midst of the tough trials they were experiencing. Instead of
going back to Moses, they should imitate Moses and be faithful in their calling.

Something to Ponder - How might your spiritual life improve if you were to imitate the faithfulness of Moses? What opportunity for
faithfulness do you have? (BORROW Pause for Power: A Year in the Word PAGE 205)

PRIEST

“And Melchizedek ... was the priest of the most high God” (Gen. 14:18). “The Lord hath sworn, and will not repent, Thou art a priest
for ever after the order of Melchizedek” (Ps. 110:4). “Wherefore in all things it behoved him to be made like unto his brethren, that he
might be a merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining to God, to make reconciliation for the sins of the people” (Heb. 2:17).
“Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that is passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our profession”
(Heb. 4:14). “Now of the things which we have spoken this is the sum: We have such an high priest, who is set on the right hand of
the throne of the Majesty in the heavens” (Heb. 8:1).

JESUS

“Thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall save his people from their sins” (Matt. 1:21b). “But Jesus said, Suffer little children,
and forbid them not, to come unto me” (Matt. 19:14a). “This Jesus hath God raised up” (Acts 2:32a). “Therefore being justified by
faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ” (Rom. 5:1). “That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of
things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth; and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord”
(Phil. 2:10-11a). “Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that is passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold
fast our profession” (Heb. 4:14). “He which testifieth these things saith, Surely | come quickly. Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus”
(Rev. 22:20).

Ken Hemphill - THE GREAT HIGH PRIEST God Is: Devotions Empowered by Biblical Statements of Faith - Page 42

Hebrews 4:14 We have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens— Jesus the Son of God.

Would it help you to know that you have a high priest who can sympathize with your weakness and who desires to plead your case
before the Father? Such a truth should give you boldness to approach the throne of grace right now.

The writer to the Hebrews had already referred to Jesus as a “merciful and faithful high priest” in Hebrews 2:17. In Hebrews 4:14,
however, the use of the word “great” in relation to Jesus' high priesthood characterizes his supreme dignity. He is seen as being
different from and greater than any Levitical high priest.

An earthly priest was allowed to pass through the veil of the temple, but Jesus has passed through the heavens, receiving access to
the very throne of God. “The One who descended is the same as the One who ascended far above all the heavens that He might fill
all things” (Eph. 4:10).

The linking of Jesus with the phrase “Son of God” may be intended to suggest the two natures of our high priest. Because he is fully
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human, we can be assured that he can understand and relate to what we're going through. “For we do not have a high priest who is
unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who has been tested in every way as we are, yet without sin” (verse 15). Yes,
he can sympathize with us in our testing, but he can also give us real help because he is God, because he is genuinely without sin.

Once we understand the greatness of our High Priest, it gives us strength to hold fast to our confession. Do you sometimes feel like
you can't hold on in your own strength? That is precisely why we must go to the throne of grace. “Let us approach the throne of
grace with boldness, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us at the proper time” (verse 16).

Right now is the proper time! You can approach the throne of God with assurance through prayer, knowing that you will be greeted
by him with his tender mercy and sufficient grace.

Vance Havner's Primer of Christian Experience...
... Lay hold on eternal life... (1Ti 6:12).
... Hold that fast which thou hast... (Re 3:11).

... Holding forth the word of life... (Php 2:16).

Let go
Let go of your sins, your self, everything, resting in the Lord for salvation and all that goes with it.

Lay hold
Lay hold of eternal life. It is a gift but is not ours until we take it. God's free gift is ours by provision but not ours
in possession until we lay hold upon it. The old song puts it, "Faith taking hold of the Word."

Hold fast
Hold fast what has been received. This does not mean a nervous, fearful hanging on for dear life as though
we might lose our salvation. Nothing can snatch us from the Father's hand. But, lest we lose our joy, our
testimony and our reward, we must hold fast that which is good (1Th 5:21), hold fast the form of sound words
(2Ti 1:13), hold fast our confidence and rejoicing (He 3:6), hold fast our profession (He 4:14). We have a
charge to keep.

Hold forth

Hold forth the word of life. We are not depositories but dispensers, stewards, and witnesses, not just to enjoy
the gospel but to share it. It is not a secret to be hidden, but a story to be heralded.

Today in the Word has the following devotionals...

Monday, June 9, 2003
Read: Hebrews 4:14-16
Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy. - Hebrews 4:16

TODAY IN THE WORD - Due to skyrocketing legal fees, more and more corporations—and even individuals—are willing to consider
settling their disputes through arbitration rather than court. This process uses a mediator to negotiate a binding settlement on both
parties. What makes a good mediator? It should be someone who knows and understands both sides as well as the issue causing
the problem.

This is a good bit like our position as we stand before God due to our sin. The situation has reached an impasse. Nothing we can
say or do can satisfy God. In fact, because of our sin, we cannot even approach Him. One person, however, can do something
about it—our High Priest, Jesus Christ.

In the book of Hebrews, the primary function of the “high priest” is to act as a mediator. That is, the high priest goes between God
and humanity. As we have already seen, Jesus is no ordinary high priest. He is the high priest who is both eternal God and fully
human. He understands both sides of the issue. Moreover, He has done what no high priest before Him has: “gone through the
heavens” into the very presence of God Himself (Heb 4:14).

We may wonder why this is so important. Hebrews 4:15-16 give the reason: Jesus understands what it’s like to face temptation. In
the context of this letter, the specific challenge addressed here is the temptation to leave Jesus and the community of those who
believe in Him. Some of these Hebrew Christians were tempted to stop persevering in the Christian faith. Hebrews assures us that



such a temptation is understood by our Jesus, our mediator. He is able to sympathize with us and will give us mercy and grace in
our time of need.

Hebrews gives this exhortation: in time of temptation do not stay away from Jesus, rather run to Him! He will not cast us away—He
will help us in our time of need.

TODAY ALONG THE WAY - If you are struggling with a particular temptation today, listen to the good news of this passage—Jesus
“has been tempted in every way, just as we are” (v. 15). The one seated at the right hand of the Father (Hebrews 1:4-note)
understands your struggle and will intercede for you. You can approach the eternal throne boldly and with great confidence in your
time of need. Go to Him in prayer even now and, thanks be to God, receive His mercy (See Moody Bible Institute's Today in the
Word)

TODAY IN THE WORD - Hebrews 4:14

In 1989 a group of Romanian students embarked on a risky trip, smuggling Bibles into neighboring Moldova, part of the former
Soviet Union. Being caught with Christian literature in either country could have put them in jail. Yet somehow they made it through
border crossings, past local police, into designated apartment buildings, and back home without one encounter with security forces.
Only later they learned that a Christian, Vasili, had spent three entire days in intercessory prayer on their behalf.

It is always encouraging for us to learn that others have been praying for us. How much more encouraging is it to realize the Lord
Jesus Himself is praying for us! Indeed, Jesus as our Great High Priest “always lives to intercede for [us]” (Heb. 7:25-note).

A key Old Testament figure was the high priest, chosen from the tribe of Levi. The high priest oversaw the duties of priests (2Chr
19:11) and served as mediator between God and the people. On the annual Day of Atonement, the High Priest--alone--was able to
enter the Most Holy Place of the tabernacle, where he sacrificed for his own sins and for those of all the people (Ex. 30:10).

In Hebrews, we see how Jesus is superior to all that has gone before Him, including the Old Testament high priest. In Hebrews 4:14,
Jesus is called the Great High Priest, the One who has gone before us through the heavens. Although Jesus is vastly superior to
any human high priest, He is still able to understand our human weakness, because He is fully human and fully divine--yet He is
without sin (He 4:15).

He 7:27 (note) shows that whereas a human high priest had to make atonement for his own sin, Jesus had no sin of His own to
atone for. Moreover, Jesus “sacrificed for their sins once for all when he offered himself” (Hebrews 7:27-note). Finally, whereas the
high priest had to be replaced each time one died, “because Jesus lives forever, He has a permanent priesthood” (He 7:24 - note).

TODAY ALONG THE WAY - Since Jesus always lives to intercede for us, we also have the privilege of praying for others. (

Open At The Top - A preacher was delivering a sermon before a large congregation. He pointed out that believers aren't exempt
from trouble. In fact, some Christians are surrounded by trouble—trouble to the right, trouble to the left, trouble in front, and trouble
behind. At this, a man who had served the Lord for many years, shouted, "Glory to God, it's always open at the top!"

This man's confidence in God is fully supported by Hebrews 4. Because our great High Priest, Jesus the Son of God, has ascended
to heaven and is interceding there for us, we have good grounds for trusting Him in the midst of trouble (He 4:14). Jesus is able to
sympathize with our weaknesses, for when He lived on earth He was tempted in every way that we are, yet He never sinned (He
4:15). His throne is completely approachable and is called "the throne of grace" (He 4:16).

In Hebrews we're urged to look up from our trials and to approach that throne boldly by faith. Through humble prayer, we will receive
mercy for our failures and grace to help us in our time of need (He 4:16).

Are life's trials and temptations hemming you in? Has the tempter told you there's nowhere to go? Take heart. Keep looking up—it's

always open at the top!—dJoanie Yoder (Our Daily Bread, Copyright RBC Ministries, Grand Rapids, MI. Reprinted by permission. All
rights reserved)

When life's afflictions batter you
Like waves upon the sand,
Remember to look up to God
And take His outstretched hand. —Sper

To improve your outlook, try the uplook.
(See Vertical Vision)
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Hebrews 4:14-16
Sermon by Steven Cole
The Throne of Grace

All Christians struggle with two crucial areas that will make or break us in the Christian life:perseverance in times of trial; and,
prayer. As you know, they are connected. A vital prayer life is essential to endure trials.

Failure to endure trials is the mark of the seed sown on rocky soil. Jesus explained that this seed represents those who, “when they
hear the word, immediately receive it with joy; and they have no firm root in themselves, but are only temporary; then, when affliction
or persecution arises because of the word, immediately they fall away” (Mk 4:17+). Endurance is one mark of genuine saving faith
(Heb. 3:6+).

Prayer is our supply line to God in the battle. His abundant, sustaining grace flows to us through prayer. Because prayer is so vital,
the enemy tries to sever that supply line. When we suffer, the enemy often whispers, “God doesn’t care about you and He isn’t
answering. Why waste your time with these worthless prayers?” It's easy to get discouraged and quit praying, which cuts us off from
the very help that we need!

Our text is one of the most encouraging passages in the Bible when it comes to perseverance and prayer. The first readers of this
epistle were tempted to abandon their Christian faith and return to Judaism because of persecution. The author has just given an ex-
tended exhortation, using the bad example of Israel in the wilderness. They failed to enter God’s rest (a picture of salvation) because
of unbelief and disobedience. Therefore, we must be diligent to enter that rest. If we will respond in faith and obedience to God’s
Word, it will expose our sin and show us His ways. It is foolish to think that we can hide our sin from God, because everything is
naked and laid bare in His sight (He 4:12, 13).

Martin Luther commented on our text,

“After terrifying us, the Apostle now comforts us; after pouring wine into our wound, he now pours in oil” (in
Philip Hughes, Commentary on the Epistle to the Hebrews [Eerdmans], p. 169).

Rather than trying to hide because of our sin, the author shows how we should draw near to Jesus, our sympathetic high priest, who
gives us access to God'’s throne. For those who are in Christ, that throne is not a place of fear but, rather, a throne of grace! Since
Jesus is our great yet sympathetic high priest, we must persevere and we must pray.

There are two commands here (ED: IN GREEK THEY ARE NOT TRUE COMMANDS BUT PRESENT MIDDLE SUBJUNCTIVE).

Hold fast our confession (persevere; He 4:14); and,
Draw near with confidence (pray; He 4:16).

They are both based on the truth about who Jesus is: Since Jesus is ourgreat high priest, the Son of God, who has passed
through the heavens, we must hold fast our confession (ED: | WOULD ADD BECAUSE OF HIS PASSAGE AND HIS SENDING OF
HIS SPIRIT, NOW WE CAN HOLD FAST IN HIS POWER! IT IS HOWEVER NOT "LET GO, LET GOD," BUT "LET GOD, LET'S
GO!" HIS PROVISION/OUR RESPONSIBILITY). And, since Jesus is a high priest who sympathizes with our weaknesses, we should
draw near to the throne of grace for help in our times of need. Thus His transcendence to the right hand of God’s throne and His
humanity are both essential elements of His unique effectiveness as our high priest. If we want to persevere through trials and
receive His help through prayer, we must understand who He is.

1. Since Jesus is our great high priest who has passed through the heavens, we must persevere (Hebrews 4:14).
The author tells us who Jesus is and how we should respond.

A. Jesus is our great high priest who has passed through the heavens.

We see Jesus’ greatness in two ways here:

1) Jesus is great in His office as high priest at the right hand of God.

We have difficulty relating to the concept of a high priest, but to the Jews, it was an important office. Moses’ brother Aaron was the
first high priest. He was the mediator between the people and God. He and his fellow priests offered the sacrifices on behalf of the
people. They had to follow a detailed procedure spelled out by God. Any variance or innovation meant instant death, as Aaron’s two
sons, Nadab and Abihu discovered when they offered “strange fire” on the altar (Lev 10:1, 2, 3).
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Once a year, on the Day of Atonement, the high priest alone would go into the Holy of Holies to make atonement for all the sins of
the nation. If he entered there improperly or at any other time, he would die (Leviticus 16). He would sprinkle the blood on the mercy
seat in the very presence of God. When he came out alive, the people heaved a sigh of relief, because it meant that God had
accepted the sacrifice for their sins for another year.

Jesus is not just another high priest in the line of Aaron. Rather, He is ourgreat high priest according to the order of Melchizedek
(He 5:6). Rather than entering the Holy of Holies in the temple, He has passed through the heavens (in His ascension) into the very
presence of God. The Jews thought of the sky as the first heaven. The stars are the second heaven. The presence of God is the
third heaven (2Co 12:2). Whether the author has this in mind, or is just using “heavens” in the plural because the Hebrew word is
always plural, we cannot say for certain.

But his point is that Jesus, our great high priest, is unlike any merely human high priest. He has entered the very presence of God.
The Father has said to Him, “Sit at My right hand until | make Your enemies a footstool for your feet” (Ps 110:1). No earthly priest
would dare to sit in the Holy of Holies! They always stood. But Jesus sits at the right hand of God'’s thro